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Bill Haddleton 5th generation farmer Katanning WA

bringing the salty paddock {o life




FOREWORD
Hi, I'm B, a Sth generation Farmer /%W Katanning.
Much ﬁwmwkww,mmwymmgﬁtwmﬁﬂjﬁ&e% I've
W:mwe #fh&gmmmmchedﬂfzmyrmﬁvmdwoddm#rwﬂ, to
WWWMW‘WMWW“WWWKWWeWWOP
paddocks ﬁwtﬁmf aﬁe{o{, nto a useless desert!
IMi}/ZaMWe z}rpa/tfft/w landscape, WW&M&:W%WMWWL I’walwazs
WW:WM, bwtmmmededtz)jmw (t to the extent that it is now needed. Al
Wkﬂw@mmmwndmmdtomka%&nmwaywofh% (mi—ju&tfmce&toﬁ‘md
leave it) in order to turn out decent anvmals. Our veal eye opener started. in 2018. We had
awee&é&nemtﬁwla/ﬁwemeaﬁ%ﬁow@wwd the swamp’ fenced. off and growing
saltbush around the edges and salt tolevant tussock grasses intermittently throughout. It had
reasonabte coverage, but was barren in the saltiest aveas.
WeWWW&%@WaW;WWWWMW@MW. We were
thwilled. MWWWWWWWVMWWWWS% ;WMW
WWWWWWMerm,W&thW lambs! We were sold!



Bill standing in the salty paddock’ lovking at the forst trial of the generic saltbush



S0 we ripped our saltiest major paddock, md&nthewr}mfera/’fzmé’, we planted Wo/’"the
35 acres to a generic saltbush. It died ;lwvté/ aﬂw ?lal(/i‘lx'l’lﬁ, due to wateflow.
foéuktot/wdrmﬂgbvmd. We@wthefﬁwwked, but we woudd have to do it better. Our
Local Nursery in Katanning was growing a variety named Eyres Green, which was new to
W,Wm;fu@i@%mwmwkwmjmwmmm :ahj/[a/w{, wulo{@ﬂmzed
havd and reﬁmwth was strong, and was quite palatable to the animals. The growing on bave
salt was the major feature that sold us on using Eyres Green (EG ) over other varieties.

We use sprays very Wé/ on the fzufm, as am overall attitude to fMW
Wemro”faﬁomlﬂmwrﬂfomtﬁdtfw weeds and manipulate the paddocks, with the
bous of creating the opportunity for the useful bugs to be on and. in the soil, (Duksfbeetles
break down manure, as an W).Iﬂ@@kwwmﬁr 7)creaztmﬁﬁre

breaks, 2) spray topping paddocks at the MWfﬂwyrmﬁﬂﬁW that need to be preserved,
which are not intended to be harvested or made into hay.



Generic fwwwm@mmcmwmwmtmwmﬁm@h salt ;mddock



o —
Had the loan 47% RWMW be_qm @%WMWWWQ/ vauns. Didw’t want to
leave this paddock too late, or else Td get bogged! Also wanted to leaveﬂeﬁycfﬂmefart/w
parvots to eat the G%Vdjrmbmmthmmnmﬂamthe quhe)/lem/et)talom!
(Well that is my plan anyway).
R/ﬁ»edmt/wdwec‘z’wn #aﬂowﬂgthewntwtomtowvwﬂ:tﬁe creek, and enable it to dvain
tfwm[tawn}/. We ripped it in VmémefrawéijideWhtoje%WWWMov
down to plant an mdewtov/v ffa#toierm rye grass, t/m/:ﬁwmﬁtﬁeanmmkm undewtov)/
zyfﬁmx,'n/cmaj to eat, other than just salty food.
My understanding is that the sheep can eat up to 200grams only a day, s0 additional food is



I went as deep
as our ripper
wvwldjo,fmf
this land it was
about 30-40cm,
and it threw
mounds about
30cm high .



Aprk —
S0 far; s0 good. Pawvots have veally cleaned the paddock out:.
Wewﬂtedﬁvthe?moﬁtodemthepaddockwfﬁwmﬂe@mmthﬁwym?’
April, just priov to our planting. At that time, the paddocks were pretty bave!.

We ppmzed a mix #romop and a pre-emergent spray. The purpose Jf the pre-emergent
s 50 that no weeds (and even an early germination zrf@l/egrm)yevmmemthetopcyv’the
mounds.

On the better ground where there is going to be pasture and ryeqrass (e: the less salty areas),
we want the rye grass to be paytafthe system, bmfno‘frzﬁht nextto the £q.

So mdéoﬂn’fw@/tfw entive area, m]m:fmledt/w mounds.
Our reason so the saltbush has no competition (competition for water is the main issue heve).

Just waiting for the vains to come!.



WWWﬂWthW,MWWXB&:WW@
wem)élneedtoﬁe{—ﬁwtmdovbafwmﬁwmmwemptm
Eqﬂrméonﬁlateméf.



May:

We were mtogeftwa&%tMﬂmmw{befomthAWmdmum newthaty‘we
wuldmmt/u}gmmwldhmbeftevjmwth,mmjmw 8-9 months out,

rather than Wﬁrtfwfaﬂowmﬁ)/w We WMWWWe ready, and good
rovﬁwyxmwmedmthwmﬂww%wmmmmmdﬂ%wm
with our 4000 stems, earlier than the)/a/e usually veady (June/july).
Bwtth&:wvwldwmalofofwkﬁrm.
Nw&jabmtodéyammﬂkoieatthetopofw&hmww(, ready for the plant, then water it!
Ab@jo{?ﬁvwoowwwynmw)ﬁ YMMWMWOWWMWMP#M
WJW,MWWW Wedédt/%&namgfdazgta/dﬂﬁm;tweekwufto
complete the plasting

A week later we ve-watered everything. Too much investment had gone into this project to



Clowrtot/wbrea/cﬁft/wpmmwethen;owedmmzdewtov)/zf@/eﬂm&rm%eVowr,almg
wétha/m}/cropatmchmdoftheﬂddotkwﬁwedfmmmﬁy Our plan heve is to have
WKMWWMM/W/ﬁvdﬁVWWWWjVﬂWWMMW.

ZMWW%WWWMWM
Eq,mdwmam@:a/emﬂemgﬁtojef—w
with a Quad Bike.




Junejudy—
Lovely soaking, nourishing rains. A great feeting. Plants are holding up, didw't get

waterlogged, and didi’t get destroyed by the parvots (which was owr initial concern), and are
lovkmﬁ strong.
WkrwlhopeﬁrWe summer Grazing!. &



vatm/r)/ to
traditional

ofmrtowr
ploughing,

we ran our
mounds to-
ward the creek.
The water is
mounds to the
creek, and the
Wuemﬁ
zmt/wtopwf
the mounds.



August ats
/ftmmﬁmélqu[om real healthy, very happy - I'm a bit surprised how fast it seems to
/W)eta/omcﬁ[. We%aﬂm&@?mmmethatmfj)/ﬂm%.y% rooted.

The paddock is coming abive I can feel it. &)



We see here that theve are signs o/’fnmfwdpamwe, we
%wwldhawmedalo%weﬂe—m@mgﬂmymﬂw



September:

What a WW&@M’PMIﬂV&W@&OM Wmomgrowtho'nmchamrtw
#W,WWWMWW/W Wktoﬁz@wp%inﬁtothemefa/mto@w
Mﬂ%ramwkjrwmww&wﬂmé@m#wﬁme.
Iwed&bietomt/wW:W;olowﬁmmchéaremﬁyjmmt/mto%kwwmwwﬂ
Just button jmﬁamd ba/le)/ grass! The vye grass is growing well on the lesser mlty arveas. The
W;Mejrowﬂgmw%mka@dtoﬁmmammﬁrwwm!
WWM@WWW@W@M@@M@WWWV@@W@&@M
mwmﬁfﬁvﬂa@mmhw During the next vains, theﬁrowthﬂamt/u}rwmjm
phenomenal, - it veally had made a difference.






October late:
TWA@M/‘WW}/fMW@/%’MWWVMWW@aMwe’re realé/
WWMWEG.IWWWMMZW@j&Mz’deaﬁfthepizeg%qjmﬁrw
M;W,MWMWWMWWMhWW%tM. fo[hada,%‘ﬂ—weta/cm with me
al(mﬁ%'dem EG - t/be)/’re mfa/wlf}fftﬁ WW& metre /L{gh/ Good strong W/ﬁﬁaﬁe,
IMWW/UPMCMW w&dje%aé{qhtmoﬂmmgmzem#th&gand&fw&dbe



Should get a
@/ttﬂmz&f%m
zft/w'r, this com-
Lnﬂ/&mwm, 72
months earlier
than we ex-
pected. 1 betieve
that with a
well-established
saltbush stand,
you wvuldjef/
as many grazing
dazrmfirfz)ta/f
)/auwvuldom‘
#WW)/?M—
ture, bmfz)tkfa/
move valuable
bemmeszt/w
h’meo/'fthe)/m

ie Summer.



November Wé/

Wz}ththe[@tertrmndgfrm Mwm’tdoﬂzﬁtfwwopfwjmdata% our saltbush
paddocks have now jumped another 400mm!. The bushes are very wft.fmdpa,lataﬁie now,
meeMwﬂWﬁmmﬂMefto We&t%&le@k&d%fﬁva bit longer!
Wea/eWrWWWWWmMquWWMtomWekW
outperforms mfa/the saltiest area growths are WW)/]‘MWWWMQ)/MW.
Tb'mewdélteﬂﬂmﬂwmmrweﬁ:m,andﬂwﬂamweﬁmedtou&emterﬁwﬁhwdown.



FARMER BILLS DIARY

Bill Haddleton 5th generation farmer Katanning WA

bringing the sally paddock to life

Bill will provide an ongoing Diary of progress for the
coming season which includes water management
covering both portable troughs and surprising issues with
dam’s and the detrimental impact on the livestock.

BROTHERS 1964

Farmers Resource

Dom and Sam are keen to publish a series of Farmer’s Diary’s from
around the country. The initiative is aimed at providing a resource
of experiences that highlights local issues and you, farmers, land
owners, mining executives have solved your specific challenges. The
type of land, the machinery used and how you prepared the paddock
and how you planted the Eyres Green.

We believe your story is important, please we encourage you to take
photo’s and highlight your issues and how you dealt with them.

We look forward to hearing from you, M

Dom and Sam

hello@eyresgreensaltbush.com.au




